Debra B. Whitman, Chair
May 20, 2015
Dear Representative:
The Leadership Council of Aging Organizations (LCAO) – a coalition of national not-for-profit
organizations representing 60 million older Americans – urges you to cosponsor H.R. 1571, the
bipartisan "Improving Access to Medicare Coverage Act of 2015," introduced by Reps. Joe
Courtney (D-CT) and Joe Heck (R-NV).
Currently, unless a patient spends at least three consecutive days in the hospital as an inpatient,
Medicare Part A will not pay for post-hospital nursing care and rehabilitation in a skilled nursing
facility (SNF), forcing the patient to pay thousands of dollars in out-of-pocket costs or go
without needed care. This legislation would count all of a patient’s time in the hospital in
observation toward the three-day inpatient hospital stay requirement under the Medicare statute
for coverage of SNF care.
"Observation" is the term used to describe the outpatient status of a patient who is in a hospital
bed, but who is not considered an inpatient. Patients in observation status receive medical and
nursing services, tests, medications, and food and they are often intermingled with inpatients.
The medically necessary care is indistinguishable from the care received by inpatients. Some
older people and people with disabilities have experienced stays in acute care hospitals under
observation that lasted for three days or more.
This legislation would amend the Medicare statute's definition of "post-hospital extended care
services" to clarify that Medicare beneficiaries in observation are deemed inpatients during this
time. This means that a patient who is in the hospital under observation status would be
considered to have been an inpatient during that time period for the purpose of satisfying the
three-day inpatient stay requirement. This change will help ensure that Medicare beneficiaries
receive the SNF coverage they need under Medicare Part A.
We thank you on behalf of the older Americans we represent. We look forward to working with
you to secure passage of this legislation. Please contact LCAO@aarp.org, if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,
AARP
AFL-CIO
Aging Life Care Association (formerly NAPGCM)
601 E Street NW, Washington, DC 20049 ♦ (202) 434-2470 ♦ (202) 434-2717 (Fax)
Email: LCAO@aarp.org ♦ Website: www.LCAO.org
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