'LCAO Leadership Council

of Aging Organizations

December 10, 2025

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable John Thune
Speaker Majority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Minority Leader Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives United States Senate

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Johnson, Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Jeffries, and Minority
Leader Schumer:

We urge you to act now to extend enhanced premium tax credits (ePTCs) in a clean
multi-year bill for consumers in the Affordable Care Act marketplaces. The ePTCs are
particularly important to the health of older adults — especially those self-employed as
farmers, ranchers, and small business owners and early retirees — who are not yet eligible
for Medicare. It could not be more urgent for Congress to stabilize the marketplaces and
provide immediate relief from rate shock for these older adults as Open Enrollment is
about to close.

The Leadership Council of Aging Organizations (LCAO) is a coalition of 68 leading
national nonprofit organizations working throughout the country to provide direct
services to older adults, strengthen communities, and advance the health and well-being
of older adults and those caring for them. Since 1980, LCAO has worked with all
Administrations and Congresses on a bipartisan basis to help the United States meet the
opportunities and challenges of a growing older adult population.

This year, approximately 10 million individuals between the ages of 45 to 64 (41% of
enrollees) have relied on marketplace plans. (Premium Tax Credits Keep Marketplace
Health Coverage Affordable for Adults Ages 50—-64, AARP Policy Institute, September
2025). These individuals, often self-employed as farmers, ranchers, entrepreneurs, and
small business owners, are seeing wholly unaffordable increases in premiums. Continuity
of coverage, particularly as older adults approach Medicare, is crucial to ensure
prevention and management of chronic conditions. Data has shown that older adults
entering Medicare after having access to marketplace coverage have had fewer
hospitalizations, less medication use for chronic disease, and lower out-of-pocket costs,
as well as fewer limitations in the activities of daily living that can help individuals live
independently in their homes and communities. (Health Care Utilization and Costs for
Older Adults Aging into Medicare After the Affordable Care Act, JAMA Health Forum,
January 2025).
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We urge you to act as quickly as possible to stabilize the market and preserve crucial
access to health care for older adults by extending the ePTCs.

We look forward to working with you on this urgent issue.
Sincerely,

Doy flichioman

Max Richtman
Chairman



